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" the makeS ful ^ credibte tbe conclusion of 

• i^L" Comm,ss ' on ' That Oswald acted alone. He 

1 Z ^ of , Mafia dons or CIA putschists 

I bul lsa Pnckly loner, trying to be a hero according to 

' bis bizarre political vision. 

* Davison is a professional 

J "Titer and an amateur 

I ■P*' sl «“»b. She became In- 

’ Bp • i W with 0swa,d when 

: M she discovered the surpris- 

* * n 8 amount of information 

I V " ^ # j Warren Commission had 

\ * I "I f j amassed. She approached 
§M this information with no ax 

- JH to grind but with a novelist’s 
^ \UrWk <* e for character and plot. 

Uo Harvey Oswald She concludes: "The as- 

••■}* w , sassination was a natural 

outgrowth of Oswald’s character and background - 
and of American-backed , plots to kill Castro." She 
l preten<1 t0 all the answers, arguing only 
that other theories involve wild departures from what Z 
known about the killer. 



suspend judgment and allow trmh^^rn^r^fro^the 
welter of facts. 

Conspiracy theories, she notes, are a natural re- 
spouse of the human mind to the unknown. We all live 
by faith and preconception; we all rush to judgment 
Our first impressions of people and events become pat- 
terns, she says, which interpret and select subsequent 
ii^ormat on. The best investigator is the one who can 
hold out longest against his own will to believe 

When political passions are involved, such mental 




Oswald, in 



;; discipline is particularly difficult. Davison says, rne 
• warren Commissioners were acutely aware of this and 
; chose to err on the side of inconclusiveness. Dreading a 
i; wrong conclusion, they left much evidence undigested. 

j Davison suspects an additional handicap. Oswald 



■ against Castro and by Castro’s threat that UJS. officials 
, would not be safe" either. The Johnson administration 
!• ^ as twt eager to expose Oswald's Cuban connection for 
i j fear it would create an unwelcome international Inci- 
j: dent and expose dubious CIA activities. 

j: An unexpected dividend of Davison’s approach is to 

i bring to life ad Oswald who commands 
; although not our sympathy. The product 

.“ one wi ‘ ness aerved Oswald in place 

; s ? archln S a utopia where he would be “appreci- 

Ignored first by Soviet and later by Cuban bureau- 1 

.Oswald turned to acts of violence to establish his 
tfutionary credentials’’ before an indifferent 
1 Oswald bore John K ennedy no personal grudge. 

ton gRnt rho nra rt.4. , .. s ... .. . . 



r — .. — Fowcuti and appalling man re- 

.5 us that we have more to fear from anarchy than 
i conspiracy. A free society can tolerate Oswald’s 
cy opinions; no society can afford to tolerate those 

) would imitate or Justify his methods. 

^ Contra Co,ta critic Larry Tool hat taught Ameri. 
can political history at Rutgert. 
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